
THE LONG STRUGGLE BETWEEN ISLAM and EUROPE / "The West"

Notes and Rough Timeline, not comprehensive or guaranteed accurate or relevant.

632: Death of Muhammad. His father-in-law, Abu-Bakr, and Umar devised a system to allow Islam to 
sustain religious and political stability. Accepting the name of caliph ("deputy of the Prophet"), Abu-
Bakr begins a military exhibition to enforce the caliph's authority over Arabian followers of 
Muhammad. Abu-Bakr then moved northward, defeating Byzantine and Persian forces. Abu-Bakr died 
two years later and Umar succeeded him as the second caliph, launching a new campaign against the 
neighboring empires. 

633: Muslims conquer Syria and Iraq. 

634: Victory against the Byzantines in Palestine (Ajnadayn). 

634-644: Umar (c. 591-644) reigns as the second caliph. The Muslims subjugate Egypt, Palestine, 
Syria, Mesopotamia and Persia. Garrisons established in the conquered lands, and the Muslim rulers 
begin to take control of financial organisation. 

635: Muslims begin the conquest of Persia and Syria. 

635: Arab Muslims capture the city of Damascus from the Byzantines. 

637: Jerusalem falls to invading Muslim forces.

638: Caliph Umar I enters Jerusalem.

639-42: Conquest of Egypt (642 taking of Alexandria) by 'Amr ibn al-'As. Muslims capture the sea port
of Caesarea in Palestine, marking end of the Byzantine presence in Syria.

641: Islam spreads into Egypt. The Catholic Archbishop invites Muslims to help free Egypt from 
Roman oppressors.

641: Under the leadership of Abd-al-Rahman, Muslims conquer southern areas of Azerbaijan, 
Daghestan, Georgia, and Armenia. 

652: Sicily is attacked by Muslims coming out of Tunisia (named Ifriqiya by the Muslims, a name later 
given to the entire continent of Africa). 

669: The Muslim conquest reaches to Morocco in North Africa. The region would be open to the rule 
of the Umayyad and Abbasid caliphates until 800. 

698: Muslims capture Carthage in North Africa. 

711: With the further conquest of Egypt, Spain and North Africa, Islam included all of the Persian 
empire and most of the old Roman world under Islamic rule. Muslims began the conquest of Sindh in 
Afghanistan. 

April 711: Tariq ibn Malik, a Berber officer, crosses the strait separating Africa and Europe with a 
group of Muslims and enters Spain (al-Andalus, as the Muslims called it, a word is etymologically 
linked to "Vandals"). The first stop in the Muslim conquest of Spain is at the foot of a mountain that 
comes to be called Jabel Tarik, the Mountain of Tarik. Today it is known as Gibraltar. 



July 19, 711: Battle of Guadalete: Tariq ibn Ziyad kills King Rodrigo (or Roderic), Visigoth ruler of 
Spain, at the Guadalete River in the south of the Iberian peninsula. Tariq ibn Ziyad had landed at 
Gibraltar with 7,000 Muslims

 714: Birth of Pippin III (Pippin the Short) in Jupille (Belgium). Son of Charles Martel and father of 
Charlemagne, in 0759 Pippin would capture Narbonne, the last Muslim stronghold in France, and 
thereby drive Islam out of France.

715: By this year just about all of Spain is in Muslim hands. The Muslim conquest of Spain only took 
around three years but the Christian reconquest would require around 460 years (it might have gone 
faster had the various Christian kingdoms not been at each other' throats much of the time). 

716: Lisbon is captured by Muslims.

717: Cordova (Qurtuba) becomes the capital of Muslim holdings in Andalusia (Spain). 

 719: Muslims attack Septimania in southern France (so named because it was the base of operations 
for Rome's Seventh Legion) and become established in the region known as Languedoc, made famous 
several hundred years later as the center of the Cathar heresy.

July 09, 721: A Muslim army under the command of Al-Semah and that had crossed the Pyrenees is 
defeated by the Franks near Toulouse. Al-Semah is killed and his remaining forces, which had 
previously conquered Narbonne, are forced back across the Pyrenees into Spain.

722: Battle of Covadonga: Pelayo, (690-737) Visigoth noble who had been elected the first King of 
Asturias (718-0737), defeats a Muslim army at Alcama near Covadonga. This is generally regarded as 
the first real Christian victory over the Muslims in the Reconquista. 

725: Muslim forces occupied Nimes, France.

730: Muslim forces occupy the French cities of Narbonne and Avignon.

October 10, 732: Battle of Tours: With perhaps 1,500 soldiers, Charles Martel halts a Muslim force of 
around 40,000 to 60,000 cavalry under Abd el-Rahman Al Ghafiqi from moving farther into Europe. 
Many regard this battle as being decisive in that it saved Europe from Muslim control.

Battle of Tours -- Martel -- Central France -- Franks turn back Omayyad  Caliphate forces  732
759: Arabs lose the city of Narbonne, France, their furthest and last conquest into Frankish territory. In 
capturing this city Pippin III (Pippin the Short) ends the Muslim incursions in France. 

October 25, 1085: The Moors are expelled from Toledo, Spain, by Alfonso VI. 

800 - 1200: Jews experience a "golden age" of creativity and toleration in Spain under Moorish 
(Muslim) rule. 

June 827: Sicily is invaded by Muslims who, this time, are looking to take control of the island rather 
than simply taking away booty. They are initially aided by Euphemius, a Byzantine naval commander 
who is rebelling against the Emperor. Conquest of the island would require 75 years of hard fighting. 



831: Muslim invaders capture the Sicilian city of Palermo and make it their capital. 

846: Muslim raiders sail a fleet of ships from Africa up the Tiber river and attack outlying areas around 
Ostia and Rome. Some manage to enter Rome and damage the churches of St. Peter and St. Paul. Not 
until Pope Leo IV promises a yearly tribute of 25,000 silver coins do the raiders leave. The Leonine 
Wall is built in order to fend off further attacks such as this. 

849: Battle of Ostia: Aghlabid monarch Muhammad sends a fleet of ships from Sardinia to attack 
Rome. As the fleet prepares to land troops, the combination of a large storm and an alliance of 
Christian forces were able to destroy the Muslims ships. 

880: Under Emperor Basil, the Byzantines recapture lands occupied by Arabs in Italy. 

916: A combined force of Greek and German emperors and Italian city-states defeat Muslim invaders at
Garigliano, putting Muslim raids in Italy to an end. 

1013: Jews are expelled from the Umayyad Caliphate of Cordova, then ruled by Sulaimann 

1061: Roger Guiscard lands at Sicily with a large Norman force and captures the city of Masara. The 
Norman reconquest of Sicily would require another 30 years. 

1063: Alp Arslan succeeds his father, Togrul Beg, as ruler of the Baghdad Caliphate and the Seljuk 
Turks. 

1064-1091: The Normans recapture Sicily from the Muslims.

FIRST CRUSADE (1096-99) 

THE SECOND CRUSADE (1144-1155) 

THE THIRD CRUSADE (1187-1192) 

THE FOURTH AND FIFTH CRUSADES (1194-1201) 

THE SEVENTH CRUSADE (1227-1229) 

1244: The Crusaders lose Jerusalem for the last time. 

THE EIGHTH CRUSADE (1245-1247) 

1248-50: Invasion of Egypt by Louis IX, King of France, who is defeated and captured. Fall of the 
Ayyubid dynasty; replaced by the rule of the Mamluks. 

1291: The sultan Khalil, son of Qalawun, takes Acre, putting an end to two centuries of Crusader 
presence in the Orient. 

Ottoman Empire on the Offensive, 1300 - 1600 

1354 The Turks capture Gallipoli, creating the first permanent Turkish settlement in Europe. 



1375 The Mamluks capture Sis, ending Armenian independence.

1380 The last holdings of the Byzantine Empire in Asia Minor are captured by the Turks.

1371 Battle of Maritsa: A force consisting of Serbs and Hungarians is sent to counter the encroaching 
Ottoman Turks in the Balkans.

1382 The Turks capture Sofia.

 1386  A combined force of French and Hungarian soldiers arrive at Nicopolis, Ottoman Turk city in 
Europe, and begin to lay siege.

1443 Ladislaus III of Poland signs a ten-year peace treaty with the Ottoman empire. The truce would 
not last, however, because many Christian leaders see an opportunity to finally defeat a broken Turkish 
army. Had Ladislaus not made peace with the Turks at this time, Murad II might have been utterly 
defeated and Constantinople would not have fallen 10 years later.

November 10, 1444 Battle of Varna: An army of at least 100,000 Turks under sultan Murad II defeats 
Polish and Hungarian Crusaders numbering around 30,000 under Ladislaus III of Poland and John 
Hunyadi.

April 04, 1453  Seige of Constantinople begins. By this time the authority of the Byzantine Empire had 
shrunk to little more than the city of Constantinople itself.  

May 29, 1453 Ottoman Turks under the command of Mehmed II break into Constantinople and capture
the city. With this, the last remnant of the Roman Empire is destroyed. 

July 21, 1456 John Hunyadi Ottoman Turks attack Belgrade but are beaten back by Hungarians and 
Serbs under the command of John Hunyadi. Christians capture several hundred canon and massive 
amounts of military equipment, sending the Turks into full retreat.

1458 Turkish soldiers sack the Acropolis in Athens, Greece.

1492: Spain --  The event was the fall of the Muslim city of Granada (Gharna-tah in Arabic), on the 
second day of 1492, to the forces of the Catholic kings of Castile, ending nearly eight centuries of 
Muslim rule in the Iberian Peninsula and closing one of the most turbulent and glorious chapters in 
Islamic history. 

November 06, 1494 Birth of Sulieman (Süleyman) "the Magnificent," sultan of the Ottoman Empire. 
During Sulieman's reign the Ottoman Empire would reach the height of its power and influence.

May 1517  -- The Holy League is created. A union of several European powers, it is a Christian 
fighting force designed to combat the growing threat of Turkish expansion.

August 01, 1521 Suleiman the Magnificent, Turkish Sultan Suleiman the Magnificent sends his 
Janissaries to assault Belgrade. Defenders manage to hold out in the citadel until the end of the month, 
but they were finally forced to surrender and all the Hungarians were killed - despite a promise that 
none would be harmed.



August 29, 1526  -- Battle of Mohacs: Suleiman the Magnificent defeats Louis II of Hungary after 
just two hours of fighting, leading to the Ottoman annexation of much of Hungary.

October 16, 1529  -- Suleiman the Magnificent gives up on the siege of Vienna.

The Spanish conquest of Mexico is generally understood to be the Spanish conquest of the Aztec 
Empire (1519–21) which was the base for later conquests of other regions.

The Spanish conquest of Yucatán was a much longer campaign, from 1551 to 1697, 

In 1532 at the Battle of Cajamarca a group of Spaniards under Francisco Pizarro and their indigenous 
Andean Indian auxiliaries native allies ambushed and captured the Emperor Atahualpa of the Inca 
Empire.

The last Inca stronghold was conquered by the Spanish in 1572.

European explorers arrived in Río de la Plata in 1516. Their first Spanish settlement in this zone was 
the Fort of Sancti Spiritu established in 1527 next to the Paraná River. Buenos Aires, a permanent 
colony, was established in 1536 and in 1537 Asunción was established in the area that is now Paraguay.
Buenos Aires suffered attacks by the indigenous peoples that forced the settlers away, and in 1541 the 
site was abandoned. A second (and permanent) settlement was established in 1580 by Juan de Garay, 
who arrived by sailing down the Paraná River from Asunción (now the capital of Paraguay).

Between 1537 and 1543, six Spanish expeditions entered highland Colombia, conquered the Muisca 
Indians, and set up the New Kingdom of Granada (Spanish: Nuevo Reino de Granada). Gonzalo 
Jiménez de Quesada was the leading conquistador.

1600 -- The Austrians lay siege to the town of Canissa.

1664  --  Battle of St. Gothard: Count Raimundo Montecuccoli smashes a much larger Ottoman army 
east of Budapest.

1681  -- Combined Polish and Russian forces recapture territory lost to the Ottoman Turks.

March 31, 1683  -- An army of at least 250,000 troops, the last great Ottoman assault on Christian 
Europe, departs Edirne for Vienna, Austria.

July 14, 1683 -- Second siege of Vienna by the Ottoman Turks begins, this time ostensibly in support 
of a Hungarian uprising against Austrian rule. It would end so quickly and disastrously that large 
amounts of money and equipment is left behind in the rush to retreat.

September 12, 1683 -- Polish and German forces attack the encamped Turks who had been besieging 
Vienna for the past two months. It is a complete rout and the Turks flee back to Istanbul in a panic.

1690 -- Turkish forces occupy Kosovo, forcing thousands of Serbs to flee to Hungary.

1697  -- Battle of Zenta: In an effort to reconquer Hungary, Sultan Mustafa II personally leads the 
Ottoman Turks to a crushing defeat at the hands of Eugene of Savoy. This loss causes the Turks to sue 
for peace with European powers.



1717  --  Austria captures Belgrade from the Ottoman Empire.

July 01, 1798 -- Napoleon General Napoleon Bonaparte sails to Egypt, then still an Ottoman province, 
which he conquers from the Mamluk military leaders quickly and easily.   Soon Ottomans regain Egypt

The Greek War of Independence, also known as the Greek Revolution  was a successful war of 
independence waged by the Greek revolutionaries between 1821 and 1832 against the Ottoman Empire.

Even several decades before the fall of Constantinople to the Ottoman Empire in 1453, most of Greece 
had come under Ottoman rule.  During this time, there were several revolt attempts by Greeks to gain 
independence from Ottoman control.

1882  --  With Egypt heading towards bankruptcy, the United Kingdom seized control of Egypt's 
government in 1882 to protect its financial interests, especially those in the Suez Canal. Shortly after its
political intervention, Britain sent troops into Alexandria and the Canal Zone, taking advantage of 
Egypt's weak military. With the defeat of the Egyptian army at the Battle of Tel el-Kebir, British troops 
reached Cairo, eliminated the nationalist government and disbanded the Egyptian military. Technically, 
Egypt remained an Ottoman province until 1914, when Britain formally declared a protectorate over 
Egypt and deposed Egypt's last khedive, Abbas II. His uncle, Husayn Kamil, was appointed as Sultan 
in his place. But in reality Egypt was lost to the Turks.

1912  -- The Balkan Wars (1912 - 1913.) Though actually two different battles, the goal of the Balkan 
Wars is to take over the European lands that belong to the Ottoman Empire. Its efforts are successful.

1912 -- The Ottomans are easily defeated by Italy in a short war, with the Italians gaining Libya and 
ending the 340-year Ottoman presence in North Africa.  

1912 November 28 -- First Balkan War: Albania declares independence

1913 --  Balkan War: The Ottoman Empire is nearly wiped out from Europe by alliance of Greece and 
Balkan states; save for Istanbul and just enough land around to defend it.  

1914  -- The end of a war and an empire (1914 - 1923 )  During World War I, the Ottoman Empire sides
with the Central Powers. They lose the war, and peace treaties cause the empire to dissolve. 

1923 -- The Republic of Turkey is established. Although in power for over 600 years, the Ottoman 
Empire will best be remembered for its glory years of strong leadership and cultural influences that 
affected the lands they conquered.
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